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On Death Road least of worries
NORTHERN SAUDI ARABIA - As lhe

air war and sDoradic ground clashes pm'

ceed. seemingly endless convoys ol arrreo
militarv vehrcl€s conlinue lo move nonn
and th;n sDread west along the bttrder wlln

*Ynil 
?lj.l',il *00,, erort cross roads

€verwrhere, bul a si8rrilicanl pan ol rt rra_

versis a desolate highwav 50 d-aneercus n

has qained a nickname UFalh Koao .
Th;e name does not come lrorr' lraqr nrnr-

taw attacks. whi(h so far have nolrca(neo
th;  road. but l rom ordn'ary l ra l l rc accL

dents. Neilher lhe ttallic nor the ncc'oents

on Death Road, however' are ordrnary'
whrle lhev wailed near lh€ e'rslern eno

ot Death Road lol repairs to lherr. truc{

Salurday, thtee Army Nalronal uuard rrucK

drivers;aid a two-lane highwav, one or.Ine

maior suDDIv routes lor lhe allled bulrotlp

has become legendary among ll'ose wno

must use rl They said aulhonlrc! nave a('

knowledqed six deaths on Deatn Koao

<inc€ the P€tsian Cull War slarted bll tney

helieved a lol mor€ halp diPd lhere 
- .

''It sur€ keeDs us awake said one ol lh€

.lrivers. a Howe, Tpxas. native who carrs

hims€ll Road warrior
' 'Dealh Road lseen on€ {ac(rdenr)  Ine

other dav I  cotr ldn' l  bel i€ve- ha ssrd

Road Warnor (the drivers reluseo lo grve

th€ir narnes on instruction oi lherr s'rperr'

06l claimed lhe Inixture ol a curvrng nar_

row hr{hwav, long convoys and dnvers oI

all nationalilr€s has led lo !o manv rara'

accidenls bodv disposal has tak€n an oda

deserl. D€ath Road ollels nolh'ng more
sinrst€r than bleakness. Flal .lFsen an.l an
o(casional{roup ol camels or 5lreep 'lo 

nol
strik€ t€rror in lhe heart As rt conlrrrues
west, lhough, the road begins to narrow
and the desert starls to lise lhe nrgnwav
beoins to curve toward pass€s in a senes or
rid-qes acros! lhe deserl

is lhe road rites and conslrrcls (onvoys

of lank carriers, buss€s lull ol soldiers.lu€l
lanker! and troop lonies go now 

'n 
Dorn

directrons. Civi l rans who usual ly dnve rne
road at hi{h sDeed betom€ impatrent, ano
on Saturdt they lepealedly turned lhe nar-
rowrnq, Daichwork lwolane highway rnlo a
swenine threelane lr€e_lor-all Passrng rs

oflen aciomplisl,ed to lh€ righl lhrougn
the ro.dside desed

The combirrat ion ol  vehicular Insanrly '
wa.tinre urqen(v and bleak isolat'ol has'
oddlv enouqh, created a sort ol espnl oe
comi among corrvoy dtivers Al an ageless
Inrik stoo scrubbed ol arry speck ol parnl

bv sand and sind six other Nalional Guaro
truck drivers were laking a break lrom
Death Road Saturday alletnoon

Thev were from Oklahoma and-wouro
not ci;e their narnes Thev w€re luo.mr|es
ftom nowhere but th€v were not gorng Io
l€t il c€t tl'em down

''w-here vou honrr Texas? one asked
''wekom€ io world wal lv "

"You qot anv pul l  with Congless mnni
another Aimed In "we ve been h€re ne€
months. Get us outta here

"ll I wanted to be fulliime Army I would ]
have ioined the sucker" a third Okie said.

tri ariuers *ere delivering 
-a 

sel.-or
w.{xlen shower slalls, a load ol Sasolne
and a fork l i l l  io a base iust  a lew-m'res
kom lhe llaqi border' Because lh€y had ro

lravet Death Road lo do it, they were go'ng

to eniov Iil€ while lh€Y (ould

On€ way to do so is lo eal Iood otner

lhan the desprsed MRES - meals r€adv (o

€al  Drovided bY lhe U S mi l i lary
TiF orardsnren lrad been able to I'no

ToD Shpll pl€pared Ineals and.MleM (and)

whil€ thev were soulh ol lieath Koao

"C mon, le l  s rock and rol l , -  lhe l€ao

driver sard. slarling up his truck tte (ar€

lul. lt qets a lol wo6e uP ner€
Tru; lo Prediction, the highway got

worse. Headin! west' it got nanower' ana

don' t
burn lhe

begins ns

worse. Headlng wesl tr 8ot rrdrruw!' oxu

rouoher. Horriblv wrecked cals and trutxs
were scattered everyvhere oll to lhe sne
Eventuallv. ih€ road crested ano canre
down inl; a small AIab I
Saudi and Am€rican soldiers and venrcres
The convoys were so thick soldiers hao lo

ru'iil 
.ui. ."uta not b€ conlirmed' arrd

may lre apocryphal but il expresses lne
im;act D€ath Ruad lras had on rrs us€rs

iThe wav the Saudi people do rl tnev
iust tak€ lh; bodi€s oul irt lhe des€d-and
burn them, Road Waniot said wcve
had lo tel l  rhFrrt ,  L^ok i l  therPs arry

art as tralfic Dolice
Ordinatilv, lhe town could nol have t'e€n

home to more than 2,000 or 3 Oo0 peopre.
It had a couDle ol Inosques, a lew t'unoreo
one slory.  s;nd blasled houses and a sl t€er
or two ol worn-oul businesslronts lile
only hotel had a herd ol goats Srazrng n€xt
lo it.

There was, however' one pay phone on
rhe marn stteet Standing in line w€re some
Ohio Nalronal Cuardtmen, also pan^ol a
lransoorlation trr,il They had b€en rn 5auor
Arabia onlv a monlh, but th€y nad advrce
ldr anvon€ wanllnt lo head lurlher wesl

"Oi.e yo,,  got lur lher up, r l !  preuy
rouch The lanks have lorn rt !p .prert)
coo-d, Spec Brian Koch ol Ashland unrc
;aid "Thetes accidenls every{here tt€


